
Welcome to AP Government!  It will be an fascinating year of campaigning, elections, and political quarrels on both the 
American and international stages.  To better prepare and excite  you for the journey ahead (and reduce your fall 
workload), you will be engaging in summer reading. The purpose of these selections is to tackle some timely topics and 
spark discussion.  You should actively question the author’s assertions and delve deeper into the world of politics!

Each book selection is intended to take you into the world of American politics, which will be the class focus for the 
majority of first semester. 

Enjoy and we look forward to the fall! 

Directions:
1. Select one book and read it thoroughly. You must annotate the book (highlight + margin comments, post-it notes, 
etc.).  Remember, there are good sources of used books available online (i.e. Half.com, Amazon.com, etc.).

2. Select one of the two options below. The summer assignment listed (1) must be fully completed by the listed due 
date, (2) and must reflect YOUR OWN personal thoughts and analysis or you will receive a zero for the summer work 
and have an honesty policy meeting. 

3. Directions: OPTION 1 
A. You may choose to complete an “early bird” literature circle for one Group B book. 
B. The Group B literature circle  spots will be filled on a first come basis (see sign up outside B241)

1. Thursday, August 16: The Big Sort, 9:00 AM
2. Thursday, August 16: Don’t Ask What Good We Do, 10:00 AM
3. Thursday, August 16: The Presidential Difference, 11:00 AM

C. Annotate the book (highlight+ margin notes and/or post-its)
D. Prepare + bring eight thoughtful, highly developed discussion questions the literature circle.

1. Four must relate to key content, concepts, and vocabulary the reader should not have missed.
2. The other four must be open-ended questions that would spark discussion/debate.  At least ONE
     of those four must specifically connect to a current issues or conflict in American politics. 

E. Additionally, identify and cite (page #), three key quotes that are essential to understanding the book.  
    Briefly, but specifically, explain the significance of each quote.
F. Participate actively.  Display your knowledge of the book, your opinions, and analytical skills.
G. You MUST be on time! We reserve the right to exclude you from the circle and send you to 
   “book analysis land” if you are late. 

5. Directions: OPTION 2
A. Annotate the book (highlight + margin notes or post-its)
B. Instead of participating in a literature circle for the American politics books, you may choose to 
    complete a thorough, insightful book review. Your book review is due by Thursday August 23. 

1. Introduce the Author. Evaluate his/her credentials and background.
2. Analysis:  What is the goal/purpose of this book?  Explain its core thesis and how the author 
    develops this thesis.  Evaluate the quality of the author’s defense of this thesis.  Reference 
    specific instances using citations (page #s).  Avoid long quotes.
3. Bias: Identify the biases and/or inaccuracies in your book. Describe three examples, explain the 
    bias as well as why the author used it. Please cite by page #. 
4. Application:  Tie the content of this book to at least two current events/issues in American 
    politics. Be sure to clearly explain the connection between the book’s content and current 
    affairs. 
5. Evaluation: Is this book a worthwhile read?  Did it enhance your knowledge of American 
    government and politics?  Explain.
6. Length: 3-4 pages typed, double-spaced, 1 inch margins, etc. I reserve the right to hold a follow-
    up book talk if necessary. 

C. Additionally, on a separate page, identify and cite (page #), three key quotes that are essential to 
     understanding the book. Briefly, but specifically, explain the significance of each quote.

SUMMER READING



While purchasing a course textbook is not mandatory, it is certainly helpful to be able to highlight
and annotate.  Both textbooks are used at the college-level and could be re-used or re-sold.

Comparative Politics: Domestic Responses to Global Challenges, Fifth Edition 
by Charles Hauss - ISBN: 
   * You may be able to buy it online - check college used book sites.  Do NOT buy a different edition 
     as the nations covered will be different.  Texts will also be for sale this fall for approximately $68.

Suggested (not mandatory) Review Books:

Questions?  Contact Ms. Tufo [Kelli_Tufo@ipsd.org] or Mr. Walz [Jeffrey_Walz@ipsd.org].

The American Democracy, 8th Edition
Thomas E. Patterson - ISBN-13 9780077226138
    * Look for it used online.  You may purchase it from NV, but the cost will be around $80.  

Barron's How to Prepare for the AP US Government and Politics Advanced Placement Examination 
by Curt Lader)
 
The AP Comparative Government and Politics Examination: What You Need to Know, Third Edition 
by Ken Wedding

0534590535

Note #1: You must have the latest published copy of each book as author’s do update content.  

Note #2: The NVHS Acacdemic Honesty Policy is in effect for this major assignment. Complete your own 
work in your own words! 

Note #3:  You will enjoy this assignment a lot more if you are not panic reading at the last minute.  Get 
started early and absorb more!

For your information:
(1) Copies of this document will be available on the NVHS website, in your class house and on 
Blackboard under the course name “AP Government and Politics.”  

 

http://www.nvapgopo.blogspot.com


2012-‐13	  APGOPO	  Summer	  Reading	  Options	  
*It	  is	  YOUR	  responsibility	  to	  preview	  the	  content	  of	  each	  book	  prior	  to	  signing	  up	  [especially	  if	  your	  parent(s)	  might	  not	  like	  
your	  choice].	  	  
	  
	  

The	  Big	  Sort:	  Why	  the	  Clustering	  of	  Like-‐Minded	  American	  is	  Tearing	  Us	  Apart	  
by	  Bill	  Bishop	  
	  
In	  2004,	  journalist	  Bill	  Bishop	  coined	  the	  term	  "the	  big	  sort."	  Armed	  with	  startling	  new	  
demographic	  data,	  he	  made	  national	  news	  in	  a	  series	  of	  articles	  showing	  how	  Americans	  have	  
been	  sorting	  themselves	  into	  alarmingly	  homogeneous	  communities	  -‐-‐	  not	  by	  region	  or	  by	  state,	  
but	  by	  city	  and	  even	  neighborhood.	  Over	  the	  past	  three	  decades,	  we	  have	  been	  choosing	  the	  
neighborhood	  (and	  church	  and	  news	  show)	  compatible	  with	  our	  lifestyle	  and	  beliefs.	  The	  result	  is	  
a	  country	  that	  has	  become	  so	  polarized,	  so	  ideologically	  inbred	  that	  people	  don't	  know	  and	  can't	  
understand	  those	  who	  live	  a	  few	  miles	  away.	  How	  this	  came	  to	  be,	  and	  its	  dire	  implications	  for	  
our	  country,	  is	  the	  subject	  of	  this	  ground-‐breaking	  work.	  
	  
Do	  Not	  Ask	  What	  Good	  We	  Do:	  Inside	  the	  U.S.	  House	  of	  Representatives	  
by	  Robert	  Draper	  
	  

The U.S. House of Representatives—a large, often unruly body of men and 
women elected every other year from 435 distinct microcosms of America—has 
achieved renown as “the people’s House,” the world’s most democratic 
institution, and an acute Rorschach of biennial public passions. In the midterm 
election year 2010, recession-battered Americans expressed their discontent 
with a simultaneously overreaching and underperforming government by turning 
the formerly Democratically controlled House over to the Republicans. Among 
the new GOP majority were eighty-seven freshmen, many of them political 
novices with Tea Party backing who pledged a more open, responsive, and 
fiscally thrifty House. What the 112th Congress instead achieved was a public 
standing so low—a ghastly 9 percent approval rating— that, as its longest-
serving member, John Dingell, would dryly remark, “I think pedophiles would do 
better.” What happened? 	  	  **Contains	  some	  rough	  language.	  	  

	  
The	  Presidential	  Difference:	  Leadership	  Style	  From	  FDR	  to	  Barack	  Obama	  (Third	  Edition)	  
by	  Fred	  Greenstein	  	  
	  
	  Fred I. Greenstein has long been one of our keenest observers of the 
modern presidency. In The Presidential Difference, he provides a 
fascinating and instructive account of the presidential qualities that have 
served well and poorly in the Oval Office, beginning with Franklin D. 
Roosevelt's first hundred days. He surveys each president's political skill, 
vision, cognitive style, organizational capacity, ability to communicate, and 
emotional intelligence--and argues that the last is the most important in 
predicting presidential success. Throughout, Greenstein offers a series of 
bottom-line judgments on each of his thirteen subjects as well as an 
overarching theory of why presidents succeed or fail. 

In this new edition, Greenstein assesses President George W. Bush in the 
wake of his two terms. The book also includes a new chapter on the leadership style of President 
Obama and how we can expect it to affect his presidency and legacy.	  

	  	  	   	  	  Note:	  All	  book	  reviews	  excerpted	  from	  amazon.com	  
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