
Welcome to AP Government!  It will be an fascinating year of campaigning, elections, and political quarrels on both the 
American and international stages.  To better prepare and excite  you for the journey ahead (and reduce your fall 
workload), you will be engaging in summer reading. The purpose of these selections is to tackle some timely topics and 
spark discussion.  You should actively question the author’s assertions and delve deeper into the world of politics!

The Group A  books relate to key topics in both politics: globalization and America’s role in the world today.  
Globalization, simply put, is the “shrinking” of the world economically, socially, and politically. 

Group B takes you into the world of American politics, which will be the class focus for the majority of first semester.  
As we are in a midterm election cycle, our topics focus around government power (Congress and Supreme Court), the 
mass media, and voter behavior. 

Enjoy and we look forward to the fall! 

 

Directions:
1. Select one book from Group A and one book from Group B.  Read each thoroughly. You must annotate the book 
(highlight + margin comments, post-it notes, etc.).  Remember, there are good sources of used books available 
online (i.e. Half.com, Amazon.com, etc.).

2. The summer assignments listed (1) must be fully completed by the listed due dates, (2) and must reflect YOUR 
OWN personal thoughts and analysis or you will receive a zero for the summer work and an honesty policy meeting. 

3. Directions: GROUP A Books 
A. Annotate the book (highlight+margin notes and/or post-its)
B. Prepare eight thoughtful, highly developed discussion questions for our in-class literature circles

1. Four must relate to key content, concepts, vocabulary the reader should not have missed.
2. The other four must be open-ended questions that would spark discussion/debate.  At least ONE
     of those four must specifically connect to current issues/conflicts/events. 
3. Provide thorough, insightful and cited (page #) answers to your own questions.   
4. Your questions and answers should be about 2 pages typed, single spaced, 12 pt font,1 in margins

D. Questions and answers are due Friday, AUGUST 27.  In addition, you must participate actively in the in-
     class literature circle that same day. 
   
4. Directions: GROUP B, OPTION 1

A. You may choose to complete an “early bird” literature circle for one Group B book. 
B. The Group B literature circle  spots will be filled on a first come basis (see sign up outside B241)

1. Tuesday, August 17:  Red State Blue State, 9:00 AM
2. Tuesday, August 17:  The Nine, 10:00 AM
3. Wednesday, August 18:  Watchdogs, 9:00 AM
4. Wednesday, August 18:  Broken Branch, 10:00 AM

C. Annotate the book (highlight+ margin notes and/or post-its)
D. Bring TWO copies of your questions and quotes. Follow the Group A, part B directions above when 
    preparing questions.  However, you DO NOT have to provide answers to your questions. 
E. Additionally, identify and cite (page #), three key quotes that are essential to understanding the book.  
    Briefly, but specifically, explain the significance of each quote.
F. Participate actively.  Display your knowledge of the book, your opinions, and analytical skills.
G. Group B Talks:  You MUST be on time! We reserve the right to exclude you from the circle and send you to 
   “book analysis land” if you are late. 

5. Directions: GROUP B, OPTION 2
A. Annotate the book (highlight + margin notes or post-its)
B. Instead of participating in a literature circle for the American politics books, you may choose to 
    complete a thorough, insightful book review. Your book review is due by Monday, August 23. 

1. Introduce the Author. Evaluate his/her credentials and background.

SUMMER READING



2. Analysis:  What is the goal/purpose of this book?  Explain its core thesis and how the author 
    develops this thesis.  Evaluate the quality of the author’s defense of this thesis.  Reference 
    specific instances using citations (page #s).  Avoid long quotes.
3. Bias: Identify the biases and/or inaccuracies in your book. Describe three examples, explain the 
    bias as well as why the author used it. Please cite by page #. 
4. Application:  Tie the content of this book to at least two current events/issues in American 
    politics. Be sure to clearly explain the connection between the book’s content and current 
    affairs. 
5. Evaluation: Is this book a worthwhile read?  Did it enhance your knowledge of American 
    government and politics?  Explain.
6. Length: 3-4 pages typed, double-spaced, 1 inch margins, etc. I reserve the right to hold a follow-
    up book talk if necessary. 

C. Additionally, on a separate page, identify and cite (page #), three key quotes that are essential to 
     understanding the book. Briefly, but specifically, explain the significance of each quote. 

Directions: GROUP B, OPTION 2 (continued)

While purchasing course textbooks is not mandatory, it is certainly helpful to be able to highlight
and annotate.  Both textbooks are used at the college-level and could be re-used or re-sold.

Comparative Politics: Domestic Responses to Global Challenges, Fifth Edition 
by Charles Hauss - ISBN: 
   * You may be able to buy it online - check college used book sites.  Do NOT buy a different edition 
     as the nations covered will be different.  Texts will also be for sale this fall for approximately $68.

Suggested (not mandatory) Review Books:

Questions?  Contact Ms. Tufo-Jarnagin [Kelli_Jarnagin@ipsd.org] or Mr. Walz [Jeffrey_Walz@ipsd.org].

The American Democracy, 8th Edition
Thomas E. Patterson - ISBN-13 9780077226138
    * Look for it used online.  You may purchase it from NV, but the cost will be around $80.  

Barron's How to Prepare for the AP US Government and Politics Advanced Placement Examination 
by Curt Lader)
 
The AP Comparative Government and Politics Examination: What You Need to Know, Third Edition 
by Ken Wedding

0534590535

Note #1: You must have the latest published copy of each book as author’s do update content.  

Note #2: The NVHS Acacdemic Honesty Policy is in effect for this major assignment. Complete your own 
work in your own words! 

Note #3:  You will enjoy this assignment a lot more if you are not panic reading at the last minute.  Get 
started early and absorb more!

For your information:
(1) Copies of this document will be available on the NVHS website, in your class house and on 
Blackboard under the course name “AP Government and Politics.”  

 

http://www.nvapgopo.blogspot.com
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GROUP A (choose one): 
 

How Soccer Explains the World 
by Franklin Foer 
 
Foer, a New Republic editor, scores a game-winning goal with this analysis of the 
interchange between soccer and the new global economy. The subtitle is a bit misleading, 
though: he doesn't really use soccer to develop a theory; instead, he focuses on how 
examining soccer in different countries allows us to understand how international forces 
affect politics and life around the globe. The book is full of colorful reporting, strong 
characters and insightful analysis: The crude hatred, racism and anti-Semitism on display in 
many soccer stadiums is simply amazing, and Foer offers context for them, including how 
current economic conditions are affecting these manifestations. In Scotland, the management 
of some teams have kept religious hatreds alive in order to sell tickets and team 
merchandise. But Foer, a diehard soccer enthusiast, is no anti-globalist. In Iran, for example, 
he depicts how soccer works as a modernizing force: thousands of women forced police to allow them into a men's-
only stadium to celebrate the national team's triumph in an international match. One doesn't have to be a soccer 
fan to truly appreciate this absorbing book. 
 

 
Globalization: the irrational fear that someone in China will take your job  
by Bruce Greenwald, Judd Kahn 
 

In "Globalization," authors Bruce Greenwald and Judd Kahn cut through the myths 
surrounding globalization and look more closely at its real impact, presenting a more 
accurate picture of the present status of globalization and its future consequences. 
Page by page, they uncover the real facts about globalization and answer the most 
important questions it raises, including: Will globalization increase or diminish in 
economic importance? Do higher living standards depend more on global or local 
conditions - and what are the actual implications of globalization for financial 
markets?  

 
 

GROUP B (choose one):  
 
 

The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court  
by Jeffrey Toobin  
 
It's not laws or constitutional theory that rule the High Court, argues this absorbing group 
profile, but quirky men and women guided by political intuition. New Yorker legal writer 
Toobin surveys the Court from the Reagan administration onward, as the justices wrestled 
with abortion, affirmative action, the death penalty, gay rights and church-state separation. 
Despite a Court dominated by Republican appointees, Toobin paints not a conservative 
revolution but a period of intractable moderation. The real power, he argues, belonged to 
supreme swing-voter Sandra Day O'Connor, who decided important cases with what Toobin 
sees as an almost primal attunement to a middle-of-the-road public consensus. The author 
deftly distills the issues and enlivens his narrative of the Court's internal wranglings with 

sharp thumbnail sketches (Anthony Kennedy the vain bloviator, David Souter the Thoreauvian ascetic) and 
editorials (inept and unsavory is his verdict on the Court's intervention in the 2000 election). His savvy account puts 
the supposedly cloistered Court right in the thick of American life. 

 

(Group B list continues on the backside) 

 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Michael%20Mandelbaum
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Fareed%20Zakaria
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Howard%20Fineman


Watchdogs of Democracy? The Waning Washington Press Corps and How it 
Failed the Public 

by Helen Thomas 
 

Thomas, who has been covering Washington for more than 60 years, is displeased with the 
way in which the government tries to manipulate the news as never before; the press, 
diminished and monopolized by big business kowtowing to advertisers is "supine"; and 
dishonesty is everywhere. Thomas believes in a healthy adversarial challenge between 
government and press, but her explanation of her stance sometimes veers off track. She 
characterizes the nine presidents (beginning with Kennedy) she has covered, each of whom 
tried to spin the news his own way (Nixon, for a while, resorted to total blackout). Thomas 
dates the ever widening "credibility gap" back to the Vietnam War under Johnson. By this 
time, message management had reached the point of "outright propaganda." Readers will be 
entertained by her definition of the terms "background" and "off the record" and the difference between a "leak" and 
a "plant." But Thomas sees a bright side: she applauds trenchant political cartoonists and believes that the active 
public interest expressed in Internet blogs may help create transparency. 
 

 
The Broken Branch 
by Thomas Mann & Norman J. Ornstein  
 

Until recently, one could be forgiven for thinking that the present Congress is essentially an 
arm of the Bush administration, according to Mann and Ornstein, nationally renowned 
congressional scholars from the Brookings Institution and the American Enterprise Institute, 
respectively. Their book argues persuasively that relentless partisanship and a disregard for 
institutional procedures have led Congress to be more dysfunctional than at any time in 
recent memory. Looking back to the arbitrary and sometimes authoritarian leadership of 
Democratic speaker Jim Wright and the Abscam scandals of the 1980s, the authors 
demonstrate how they presage the much worse abuses of power committed by former House 
Majority Leader Tom DeLay and superlobbyist Jack Abramoff. In outlining more than 200 

years of congressional history, Mann and Ornstein sometimes allow just a sentence or two to explain the policies 
and philosophies of an important politician or even an entire party, even as they catalogue deviations from obscure 
points of procedure in extensive detail. Their book may be useful and enjoyable to the specialist, though recent 
conservative pushback on issues from the Harriet Miers nomination to warrantless wiretapping and immigration will 
make some wish the authors had had the opportunity to add a postscript. 
 

Red State, Blue State, Rich State, Poor State 
By Andrew Gelman 
 
As the 2008 election season reaches its peak, media pundits will speak gravely of the 
deep ideological divisions reflected in a political map of red and blue states, but according 
to Gelman, much of the analysts' glib assessments is misguided and does little to 
advance our understanding of why Americans have voted as they have. He crunched 
U.S. survey and election data as far back as 1952; compared his data where appropriate 
to similar data from Mexico, Canada, and other countries; and discovered that the 
economic status of individuals and the economic conditions of each state as a whole lead 
to two different conclusions: on the one hand, the less wealthy a voter is, the more likely 
the voter is to cast a ballot for a Democrat; the better-off the voter, the more likely he or 
she is to vote Republican. Yet states with a higher average income are more likely to support a Democratic 
presidential candidate. He discovered that wealthy voters in a poor state (e.g., Mississippi, with many poor) 
consistently support Republicans, while Connecticut, with many wealthy, regularly backs Democrats. Ohio is near 
the center of income distribution and alternates between the parties. This seeming paradox is lost on the media's 
talking heads because they focus only on the state-level data, leading them to the simplistic red-blue paradigm, 
ignoring the importance of individual voters' decisions. Gelman finds that the above relationships hold on a county 
level as well. After examining other factors such as religiosity and cultural values for clues to explain voting 
behavior, he offers suggestions about how the Democratic Party can improve its chances in the 2008 election.  
 

Note: All book reviews excerpted from amazon.com 

http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/search-handle-url?%5Fencoding=UTF8&search-type=ss&index=books&field-author=Gene%20Healy
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